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Partners for Growth and Enriching Lives
Opportunities abound as we develop partnerships and build bridges in Poplar Bluff and our surrounding areas. Numerous relationships have grown from
our work with community organizations such as the Chamber of Commerce, Community Resource Council, Missouri State Library, Friends of the Library,
and other financial partners. These relationships build library programming and grow our community. Without these partners, we could not have
sustained and expanded the resources of your library.
The greatest partner, by far, has been the citizens of Poplar Bluff and those who take advantage of the library’s resources. With sales tax funding voted
and passed by the citizens, the library extended library privileges to Butler County and surrounding communities. With the sales tax revenues, we added
17 computers, provided free Wi-Fi, increased print, video, audio and eBooks for adults and children, added Sunday hours and expanded programming
offering events, exhibits, movies, and computer classes.
Library staff worked with Poplar Bluff R-1 Schools to bring library cards and electronic books to over 500 junior high schools students as a part of the
MacBook initiative. This gave students access to all of our collections including eBooks accessible on their MACs. These library resources supported the
R-1 curriculum. Students used the library’s free wireless network for homework and could print freely from the library’s databases for science fair projects
and school reports. Students using the library were in a safe and healthy environment.
Poplar Bluff’s Chamber of Commerce introduced the library staff to the South Central Workforce Investment Board. The library acquired 11 computers
through a grant from the Missouri State Library. These computers provide access to training opportunities, giving job applicants a leg up in the workforce.
In addition, library staff teach computer classes such as email, eBook downloads, and Office 2013. All of these skills are vital for living and working in
today’s technology-driven world.
The 2013 summer reading program was a big success. Children read 5,120 hours. We grew our offerings by partnering with organizations and libraries
outside of Poplar Bluff. During the summer, we successfully provided children’s programming, with generous contributions from Southern Bank, to Qulin
and Fisk by bringing Marty the Magician into these communities.
It is a privilege to work with all of our library users to make Poplar Bluff a better place. This library enriches the lives of our children giving them
opportunities to explore and opportunities to grow in their education. All of our library users benefit from the library whether they read a book or
magazine or access the Internet. We provide a place for growth. The library is a place of opportunity and access.
Our work is not done. I invite you to help us develop more partnerships and to build bridges in our community. We want to grow with our community
and make this a better place for all of our citizens. We want to be the “go to” community resource.

Sue Crites Szostak

Library Director
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Highlights
January 2013
In 2013, the library began a new program to
offer parents and children a safe, fun and free
place to ‘hang’ on no-school days. W.E.B.:
Where Everyone Belongs serves up games,
crafts, movies and activities for families on
every scheduled school day off. W.E.B. days
find the children’s library and library theater
full to the brim with Twister-holics!

March 2013

May 2013

More than a hundred young children helped
the library celebrate Dr. Seuss’ Birthday with a
special guest reader, Galen Stevens of Clear
94.5 FM, and a surprise appearance from the
Cat in the Hat.

The first Saturday of May is free comic book
day. Sixty-five happy kids left with a free
comic book in 2013 as the library observed the
event that is steadily gaining national
attention.
June 2013

February 2013
Story time prepares children for the world of
reading each Tuesday morning, when the
library’s resident storyteller, Miss Sarah
engages
preschoolers
with thematic
stories, finger
plays, crafts
and songs.
Each February
during story
time, children
exchange
Valentines and
enjoy extra
special goodies.
In 2013, 2,072 children attended story time at
the library.

April 2013
Each April the nation’s libraries celebrate
National Library Week. In 2013, Poplar Bluff
honored the week by launching a new
electronic picture book product just for kids,
Tumblebooks. Tumblebooks adds animation,
sound and narration to popular and awardwinning picture books. These books are a
crowd favorite with over 1,137 Tumblebooks
read in 2013!

During the 2013 eight week children’s summer
reading program, 510 children joined the
ranks of summer readers logging 5,120 hours
of reading time. Public library summer reading
programs have been proven to prevent and
reverse summer reading loss. Children who
participate in summer reading programs not
only maintain reading levels, but return to
school in August reading at a higher level
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demonstrating improved reading
comprehension skills and possessing a broader
vocabulary.

The library’s Annual Summer Reading Magic
Show entertained 695 adults and children this
year, as it traveled to nearby Fisk and Qulin,
while still performing two shows at PBMLD.
July 2013
Music on the Lawn, a free community concert
series, debuted in 2013. Patrons and
community members alike toted their chairs,
blankets and picnic baskets out to the library’s
Sensory Garden to enjoy the sounds of local
musical artists and groups.

Nathan Rice breaks down the process of
creating a
comic
book
from
storyline
to
character
to tools
and inks
that
perform
best for
scanning to a group of young artists at the
library during the annual summer reading
program. Thirty-three aspiring artists took
advantage of these free classes.
The Animal Tales animal show returned in
2013 and drew a crowd of 350 as children
happily handled snakes, tortoises, fruit bats
and more as part of the Summer Reading fun!
August 2013
The
library
was
honored
to
partner
with the
Poplar
Bluff R-1
Schools
during its momentous digital transformation
1:1 initiative.

The public library set up shop in the Junior
High School Library during its 3-day MacBook
deployment to issue new library cards to
students. In total, 322 new cards were issued
and 195 library cards were re-activated to kick
off the 2013-2014 school year!

Amnesty Week 2013: Library forgave
$2,995 in fines, eliminating service
barriers and re-establishing connections.
The library
manned a

Library
Card
Booth at
the Office
Depot Backto-School
Bash.

The Library wrapped up a successful 2013
Summer Reading Program on August 2nd with

its Mad Science End of Summer Reading
Bash. Nearly three hundred children and
parents attended while eagerly awaiting the
announcement of this year’s Grand Prize
winners. Three bicycles, a Kindle Fire tablet,
eight MP3 players, and a World Wildlife
Federation adoption of a Meerkat were all up
for grabs for children who had read at least
four hours over the eight week summer
program.
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September 2013
Guest speakers, Dr. Frank Nickell, retired
Southeast Missouri History Professor, and John
Stanard, retired journalist, author and local
historian, discussed "The Way We Worked"
exhibit. This display is a stunning, locally
created exhibit focusing on the history of
Poplar Bluff and Butler County industry,
commerce, and education. The story unfolds in
striking pictures depicting how the river,
railroad, cypress forests and agriculture shaped
our community.

Sundays hours also offer opportunities for
book clubs to engage, matinee movie sessions
to play and for students to complete
homework assignments.

Now Open Sundays
October 2013

The Library’s popular Tech
Talk Thursday program
underwent changes in structure and services in
2013 and emerged as Tech Talk 2.0. Library
staff revised the program to fit the growing
demand while keeping the personal one-onone assistance patrons seek. Tech Talk 2.0 is so
popular, patrons are waiting in line to tap into
staff’s technology expertise. The library teaches
patrons how to use their laptops, smartphones,
and personal devices such as Kindles, iPads,
and tablets. More than 200 hours of computer
and device training were delivered via the Tech
Talk program in 2013.
November 2013
The Library launched a
Sunday Afternoon Book
Club in Oct., 2013. The
book club meets monthly
and reads and discusses a
wide variety of genres.
December 2013

The discussion provided further insight and
story behind the pictures, as the two guests
shared memories of the region and its past.
LIBRARY OPENS SUNDAYS
Fulfilling a Proposition 1 promise, the library
opened on Sundays on Sept. 8th. The library is
open 1 pm till 5 pm on Sundays during Sept.
thru May. Extending library hours to Sunday
afternoons provides greater accessibility to
library services and collections for our patrons.

The Library held a book character costume
contest to add to the Iron Horse Festival
activities. In total, 200 children dropped by to
showcase their sidewalk chalk art skills, pick up
a balloon animal and enjoy free popcorn.

The library is the place to go when you are in
need of being ‘in the know.’ The library was
certainly in the know when it came to
celebrating Christmas in Poplar Bluff in 2013.
The library generated a “Christmas in PB’
bookmark highlighting parades, events, light
shows and more for the holidays. This
bookmark landed in the hands of thousands
over the holiday season. The Facebook post of
this bookmark was shared 79 times by our
fellow Facebook followers.
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The Library Board of trustees 2013
Matt Funke

Susie Landrum

President

Cindy White

Kathy Sanders
Vice President

Sherry McDonald

Andrew Murphy

Treasurer

Kathern Harris

Jeffrey Sifford

Jennifer Gadow

Secretary

Friends of the library
MaDawn Traxel
President
Terry Grayson
Vice President
Mary Kanell
Treasurer

The Library Administration 2013

Alice Barbour
Secretary

Sue Crites Szostak

Caroline Moss

Director

Public Services Librarian

Shannon Mangrum

Patricia Cozort

Assistant Director

Business Services Associate

Shon Griffin

Steve Waite

Collection Development Specialist

Building Administrator

Erin Rigby
Children’s Librarian

Eric Blaich
John Hopkins
Martha Kirkman
Mary Dille
Sandra Elliott

Rusty Van Praag
Emerging Technologies Administrator
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Grants

2013 Revenues & Expenditures
Library Revenue
Sales tax
Fines, fees and services

1,063,996.00
27,286.00

State Aid & Grants
Gifts and Contributions
Interest

12,785.00
15,883.00
1,495.00

Total Revenues:

$1,121,445.00

Library Expenditures
Salaries and Benefits
Library Materials
Library Operations
Capital Outlay

493,572.00
84,225.00
205,589.00
28,045.00

Total Expenses:

$811,431.00

Excess of Revenues over Expenditures
Fund balance, beginning of year

310,014.00
81,181.00

Fund balance, end of year

Grant opportunities in 2013 allowed the library
to serve up fresh non-fiction DVD collections to
children, replacing an aging VHS collection.
Monies received from the Library Services &
Technology Act Summer Reading Collection
Grant added more than 200 new DVDs to the
Children’s Library. Many of these new DVDs
support science and technology educational
initiatives. Some of the DVD series added
include Bill Nye: The Science Guy, School House
Rock and the Science of Disney Imagineering.
In addition, the Athletes & Entertainers Tax
added value to local taxpayer support by
enabling the library to add more than 20 new TV
mini-series in the Adult Library.

$391,195.00
State Gifts
Service Fees
1% 1%
3%

Excess of Revenues
over Expenditures
28%
Capital Outlay
2%

Expenditures

Library
Operations
18%

Interest
0%

Revenues

Salaries and
Benefits
44%
Library
Materials
8%

Sales tax
95%
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Friends of the
Library
We all know that good friends are always there when you need them. The Friends of
the Library are no exception to this rule. The Friends of the Poplar Bluff Library first
formed in 1989, when a library budget crisis threatened to reduce library hours and
services drastically. With the commitment and dedication of caring people and a
generous community, the Friends ensured the library’s survival at that time and
continue to this day to help the library deliver improved and expanded library
services, collections and programs.
In 2013, The Friends of the Library generously gave in excess of $3,400 to provide
cultural enrichment opportunities for our children and community by sponsoring
author visits, providing props and crafts for story times, purchasing incentives for the
fall, winter and summer children’s reading programs, developing the new ‘Book Club
in a Bag’ collection, and funding special children’s entertainment and performances.

Partnerships
Building partnerships with community stakeholders strengthens the library offering
improved, enriched and expanded services and collections to our citizens. These
partnerships enable the library to be a responsible steward of the tax payer dollars
entrusted to us in adding greater value by stretching our community’s limited
resources. The library would like to thank our 2013 community partners:








 KWOC 930 AM Radio
Poplar Bluff R-1 Schools
 City of Poplar Bluff
Margaret Harwell Art Museum
 City of Qulin
Downtown Poplar Bluff, Inc.
 Fisk Community Library
Designing Women Foundation
Missouri Career Center
Greater Poplar Bluff Area Chamber of Commerce
South Central Workforce Investment Board

Community Outreach
With the passage of Proposition 1 and renewed and strengthened
partnerships in the Community, the Library was able to expand its Annual
Summer Reading Magic Show out into the county. This year, Marty Hahne,
Magician Extraordinaire, performed his show at the Fisk Community Library
and Qulin Outreach Center in addition to pleasing crowds with two
shows at Poplar Bluff Library.

A big ‘thank you’ to our

Sponsors & Donors
The library extends a special thank you to all our 2013
sponsors and donors, who help make a good library a great
library for the betterment and enjoyment of our community:













Friends of the Poplar Bluff Library, Inc.
Friends & Family of Rayni Worley
1st Midwest Bank
Southern Bank
1st Community Bank
SERVPRO of Poplar Bluff, Dexter and Kennett
Rotary Club
Holiday Inn
Pizza Hut
Subway
Butler County Soil & Water Conservation District
Poplar Bluff Garden Club
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than

1 million books,

movies, audiobooks, comics,
magazines and more from our
library catalog. The library is a
member of the Missouri Evergreen
consortium that now encompasses
17 library systems across the state
of Missouri. Member libraries
participate in no-cost reciprocal
lending and borrowing (resource
sharing) via a state funded courier
service. This allows our patrons
quick access to desired items and
adds value to our local collection,
allowing tax dollars to go further.

Homework

physical

Poplar Bluff Library now offers its
patrons 1-click access to more

Check Outs

Missouri Evergreen

@ the Library

2,034 free prints
16,294 minutes
of free computer time

92,006 searches
in Research Databases
More than

8,500

Wi-Fi sessions

In 2013, the library borrowed

3,910 items for our patrons via
Missouri Evergreen Resource
Sharing and traditional
interlibrary loan.

www.poplarbluff.org
Borrowed 3910
Shared 5135
1123277 items
1-click access

89,916

12,024

21,918

2,646

people visited
the library

items downloaded
from MOLib2Go

PC sessions on
library computers

new library cards
issued in 2013

Facebook Interactions: 67,659 | Facebook Likes: 925 | eNewsletter Subscribers: 1,078
www.facebook.com/poplarbluffpubliclibrary
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It started with a dream . . .
The Poplar Bluff Municipal Library
District started as a dream. Mrs. M. C.
Horton, president of the Poplar Bluff
Bay View Reading Club, held a meeting
in her home in 1915 to discuss the
possibility of a free public library to
serve Poplar Bluff and its citizens. A
year later, a membership library
opened in the basement of the
Criterion Theater staffed with 14
volunteers. Members paid $1 per year
for access to this collection.
This library proved so popular that in
1917, a library mill tax was passed and
Poplar Bluff had its first public library.
After beginning in the basement of the
Criterion Theater, the library moved
locations several times before landing
in its permanent home on Main Street.
The building at 318 North Main Street
was constructed in 1936 with federal
and local monies for the purpose of
housing a free public library. The

Missouri Library Association held its
annual statewide conference at the
Poplar Bluff Library when it opened its
doors in Oct., 1936. At the time, the
library was touted as being state of the
art with electric lights and a one
hundred seat auditorium.
In 1998 and 2008, the library’s home
was expanded and renovated,
respectively, doubling the size of the
original 1936 building and more than
tripling the size of the 1967 Children’s
Library.

and provides greater access to the
library’s services and collections for
today’s and future generations.
It was only with the support,
dedication and determination of
passionate individuals and a generous
and caring community that this dream
was realized.
We hope you will join us in helping
realize our dreams still to come.

In June of 2012, ninety-five years after
the community first dedicated funding
for the purpose of a library, Poplar
Bluff made its voice heard once again
on the value it places on a democratic
society that has access to free and
open information when they passed a
quarter cent sales tax to ensure the
future of the Poplar Bluff Library. This
revenue tripled the library’s budget
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