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Children’s Collections
2013 was the perfect moment

to become the Children’s Librarian. Previous Children’s

Librarians had put in place a great foundation to build on: fantastic programming, good partnerships
and contacts in the community, and well-trained staff. In addition to all of that, 2013 was the first full
year with a budget based on sales tax, which provided the
collection budgets.

means to expand programming and

All of those pieces combined meant that we were in a great position to begin updating and improving

We began by listening

to insights and comments from our
the children’s area and collection.
users, both patrons and staff. What were the pressure points? What changes would make the
collection more usable for everyone? We also gathered ideas from other libraries and tracked collection
usage statistics.
Over the next four years we refined the children’s collection. We built on the good that was already

in it through purchases made with money from the library budget, grants, and state aid. We removed

outdated and unused items, making the collection more up to date and easy to navigate for our
patrons. We redefined some sections, like the Juvenile Fiction, Upper Elementary Fiction, and Early
Readers, making better distinctions in reading levels. We categorized all of the picture books,
shelving them by subject instead of author, making it easier for kids and parents to find all the books in
their favorite topic.
With all of that in progress, we upgraded and rearranged the children’s library, augmenting the fun,

usability, and security of our space. We added Legos, K’Nex and other toys that aid in cognitive
development, subtly enhancing the educational impact the library has on children. We purchased new
furniture, displays, and art. We moved shelves and books to better fit the space available.

The results of our work have exceeded what we were hoping for. We love watching our patrons light up
as they realize how easy it is to find the books they are looking for, interact with the toys and
games, and generally enjoy their time in the children’s library.
We never lack for ideas for improvement at the Poplar Bluff Municipal
Library, and we’ve already started dreaming and researching about
what we can do to make our library even better for our patrons.

Visit us often and see what we do next!

Erin Rigby
Children’s Librarian

Listening and Responding to Our Patrons

Usage Issues Identified and
Addressed:





















Juvenile non-fiction collection was dated and
included Young Adult items
Early reader collection was difficult to use-patrons
constantly asked for specific reading levels that
were simply not identified by existing system
Needed collection of early chapter books separate
from chapter books
Young Adult books needed to be moved upstairs
and out of Upper Elementary collection
Series needed to be easier to find
Picture books were on tall shelves that children
couldn’t reach
Parenting collection was small and dated
Curriculum collection was small and dated
VHS and audiotapes took up needed and valuable
space as usage continued to diminish
Movies and audiobooks were interfiled with books
and proved undiscoverable by users
Subject collections circulated very well, other
picture books, not as well
Movies were separated into two groups, one for
little kids and one for slightly older kids, however
patrons preferred to browse this collection as a
whole
Graphic novel and comic collections were small,
dated, and needed to be organized by age level
and series
Young Adult was interfiled with adult fiction and
non-fiction and, thus, challenging to find
More play areas and educational toys were
needed to foster cognitive and fine motor skill
development
Some shelves were hard to access
Youngest children’s materials were next to stairs,
while the Upper Elementary collection, often
accessed by adults, was furthest from the stairs
Oversized furniture took up needed space

Library Engagement

Kay Porter Giving Tree
g

his year, the library had the
treasured opportunity to thank all
those who brought the Poplar Bluff
Municipal Library to this point through generous
giving of both time and resources. This point is
one of strength. We have reached new heights in
library service with over 100,000 visiting the
library and nearly 200,000 items checked out
from the library each year. Our citizens through
Missouri libraries’ resource sharing have access
to nearly 2,500,000 books, DVD’s, comics, and
eresources. This is equivalent to our largest cities
in the state.
The Poplar Bluff Municipal Library is a jewel. It
shines not only in our city and county but among
other Missouri libraries.

TÑÜ|Ä EC? ECDJ

We often hear, “There goes Poplar Bluff. They’re
doing it again. They are the first.” We are first as
we constantly look for the means and ways to
serve our citizens effectively and efficiently. We
cannot do this without the help of our supportive
citizens and community.

The Friends of the Library have been
instrumental in getting us here. The Friends were formed March 20, 1989. Their purpose was to insure
the continuance of library services to our citizens at a time when their help was absolutely necessary.
They have more than fulfilled this mission and they continue to do so.
In 2008, many gave generously to support the expansion of the library. This giving was spurred first by
the Friends in 1989 and then the generosity of Kay Porter in 2006. In 2008, many gave financially.
Today we honor the Friends, Kay Porter, and you. Shannon Midyett said to me, “2008 was the
beginning of the Renaissance of the Library.” She is right. Since that time, we have grown, we have
reaped the benefits and we are continuing to reach our potential. Many of you here have been a part of
what we have accomplished.
The Kay Porter Giving Tree honors and recognizes all those who have selflessly given year after year
so that the library may continue to grow and prosper for this and future generations. For this, we thank
you!

ÂgÉwtç? \ wxvÄtÜx à{x ÅÉwxÜÇ Ä|uÜtÜç |á tÄ|äx tÇw ãxÄÄAÊ

$123,812

Sue Crites Szostak,
Library Director

GIVEN
2013-2017

Library Usage
191,429

Checkouts by Format

items checked out
Handled

Website Visitors

10,860
Phone Calls

105,831
1 person every

5 minutes

23,026

7% 59% 32% 2%
2017 Summer Reading
603 Children Participated
74,400 Minutes of Reading
67,200 Minutes of Service
65 Events
3,216 People Attended

23,803

Library Provided

336 Days and 2,839 Hours
of service in 2017

2017 Library Programs

Total Programs: 518 | Attendance: 16,727

105,060
1 person every 90 seconds

29,769
Overdrive & Hoopla

46,829

1,972

Fiscal Year 2017 Finances
LIBRARY REVENUES
Sales Tax
Patron Services
State Aid & Grants
Gifts and Contributions
Interest
Total revenues

FY2017

FY2016

1,240,576
17,549
24,247
19,182
8,765

1,218,850
17,170
20,551
56,281
7,478

$1,310,319

$1,320,330

648,946
386,600
75,648
0

611,470
412,119
87,064
9,909

$1,111,194

$1,120,562

199,125
959,115

199,768
759,347

$1,158,240

$959,115

LIBRARY EXPENDITURES
Salaries and Benefits
Library Operations
Library Materials
Capital Outlay
Total expenditures

Net change in fund balance
Fund balance, beginning of year

Fund balance, end of year

Revenues

Expenditures

$1,158,240

FY17
Year End
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Board of Trustees
Christy Turner
President
Margaret Fletcher
Vice President
John Stanard
Treasurer
Susie Landrum
Secretary

Karen Crook
Kathern Harris
Andrew Murphy
Kathy Sanders
Cindy White

Administration
Sue Crites Szostak
Director
Shannon Midyett
Assistant Director
Shon Griffin
Collection Development Specialist
Erin Rigby
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Elizabeth Aleshunas
Adult Services Librarian
Patricia Cozort
Business Services Associate
Steve Waite
Building Administrator
Evan Seckler
Library IT Coordinator
Kolby Sowell
Early Childhood Coordinator

INVESTED

$404,552
IN LIBRARY
MATERIALS

2013 – 2017
Fulfilling a Prop 1 Promise

MISSION
STATEMENT
Poplar Bluff Municipal
Library District with its
community partners
provides and promotes
equal access to reading,
information, cultural and
intellectual resources.

Friends of the Library
Joyce Whitworth
President
Mary Dille
Vice President
Chad Parks
Treasurer
Lee Spilberg
Secretary

Holly Kingery
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Lisa McMurray
Christi Todd

318 North Main Street | Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
(573) 686 – 8639 | www.poplarbluff.org

Monday – Thursday: 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Friday – Saturday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday: 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. (Sept. – May)

