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Celebrating the Past …Embracing the Future
For 100 years (1916-2016), the library has provided a place of culture, learning,
and information. Our centennial year marked an opportunity to celebrate those ideals as
the foundation of our past and
the direction of our future
growing and expanding our
ability to serve our community.
The spirit of community
was a springboard for the
library’s Centennial celebrations.
Preparations began with the
organization of a citizen-led
Centennial Committee who used
their expertise and ties to the
community to plan and
implement major events throughout the year. These events, held at the library and other
venues, attracted over 4,000 people.
Celebrations began with an open house at Three Rivers College commemorating
the anniversaries of several community institutions including the Library (100 years),
TRCC (50 years), Wappapello Dam (75 years), Sacred Heart School (100 years), and
Sacred Heart Church (125 years). Along with these fellow celebrants, we honor our past
achievements and look forward to a prosperous future.
In March and April, a national exhibition, Golden Legacy:

Original Art from 65 Years of Golden Books, from the
National Center for Children’s Illustrated Literature made its
appearance at the Poplar Bluff Municipal Library. In March,
Leonard Marcus, the exhibit curator and author of the book of
the same name made an appearance at the Library and lectured
at the Kay Porter Theater signing his books.
The assistance of many in the community made the
Exhibition a success.
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•

Over 500 hours of volunteer docents and

•

Community donations of $12,000 (Southern Bank, Jay and Terry Githens,
U. S. Bank, Friends of the Library, Ozark Federal Credit
Union, Designing Women Foundation, and an
anonymous donor)
Nearly 2,500 attended and viewed
the exhibit. Attendees came from throughout the
community including local schools, day cares,
and civic organizations. Additionally, visitors
came from adjacent counties, across Missouri
and surrounding states with some visitors from
Texas and Florida.

In June, over 60 library professionals attended the Missouri Public Library
Directors (MPLD) meeting in Poplar Bluff. These library professionals helped the library
celebrate and commemorated the Missouri Library Association meeting in Poplar Bluff 80
years previously when the Main Street library location first opened its doors.
June also brought the Budweiser Clydesdales to
town by Luecke Distributing. These magnificent horses
joined the party of celebrants with a stop at the Library.
With the new school year, the Centennial Committee
launched the first community-wide read. Sterling Bank
underwrote this project involving children and adults—
Kindergarten to senior citizens. Over 1,500 people
participated in “The Book in The Bluff.” Citizens
read The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown.
Through,
•

art and essay contests for young people reading the
young adult version of the book;

•

a demonstration of rowing at Lake Wappapello with
the St. Louis Rowing Club;

•

adult book clubs and discussions;

•

a special showing of the PBS documentary “The Boys of ’36” at the library’s
Sunday Movie Matinee; and
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•

presentations by Judy Rantz Willman, daughter of Joe Rantz, one of the 1936
Olympic rowers, allowed our community to experience the book.
These events, together with inspiration from reading the book, gave the readers a

common denominator that created conversation throughout the community. This
helped to solidify the Olympic spirit of 2016 while bringing the 1936 Berlin Olympics
to life.
As a part of the library’s 2012 Prop 1 commitment for expanding library services,
we added a new service, Hoopla. This service is a culmination of the Centennial

celebration. Hoopla gives library patrons access to ebooks, eaudiobooks, comics,
music, movies, and TV shows. This increased library patrons’ access to over

500,000 additional digital items.
This report is not complete without a “thank you” to Jay and Terry Githens making
it possible for the library to construct an iron fence on the south side of the building.
This fence enclosed the Sensory
Garden and lawn from the Main Street
sidewalk on the west to Oak Street on
the south. This expands library
programming into outdoor space for
all to enjoy. In addition, the fence
allows safe passage without crossing
streets or parking lot for children
exiting buses and other transportation
allowing direct entry into the
children’s library.
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Without the generosity of its community partners, none of these events and
services would be possible. For the Centennial year, library staff raised over

$60,000, providing extraordinary programming for the celebration without
diminishing the library’s budget. Staff prepared and presented programs enhancing
the quality of life in Poplar Bluff, Butler County, and the surrounding communities.
Our new mission statement underscores what we accomplished and hope to be for
the future.

MISSION STATEMENT
Poplar Bluff Municipal Library District with its community
partners provides and promotes equal access to reading,
information, cultural and intellectual resources.
Please accept this annual report showing the success of our endeavors. Thank
you for this success. Our greatest resources are you, our partners, a

competent staff, and supportive patrons. These resources indicate our
health and wellness. It is our hope that you will allow us to continue to prosper and
grow.
Sincerely,

Sue Crites Szostak
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Your Library Numbers
194,651

By the numbers

items checked out

7%

Website Visitors

63,129
1 person every

8 minutes

27,248

26,382

63%

30%

2016 Summer Reading
788 Children Participated
6,788 Hours of Reading
3,272 Hours of Service
48 Events attended by
2,481 People

Up 26% from 2015

Library Provided

337 Days and 2,864 Hours
of service in 2016

115,506

2016 LIBRARY PROGRAMS
18,297

Total Programs: 493 | Total Attendance:

28,055

53,630

2,209

1 person every

90 seconds
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Technology
Library Launches New Website

Fresh, crisp & clean!
In 2016, the library launched a new
website full of new features and
designed with an easy-to-navigate and
easy-to-update menu that places all
library resources and services right at
the user’s fingertips with library hours
and contact information never far
away.
The new website offers one click access to over

2 million items

500,000+ available from the Digital Library

Library Services and Technology Grant Allows the
Library to Provide Improved Service
The library’s new Self Check Kiosk system improves access
to patrons’ library card accounts by offering renewal of
checked out items, review of holds list and delivery of
receipts by email. Patrons who have forgotten their library
card can still use the new Self Check Out system by
accessing their library card account from an on screen
keyboard.
This new system, made possible with a grant from the
Missouri State Library and Institute of Museum and Library
Services, provides quick, easy and immediate access to the
library, avoiding long lines and freeing library staff to
deliver more story times, computer classes and reading
programs.
Self-Check Out Kiosks are located in the Adult and
Children’s Library for patron convenience.
This project is supported by the Institute of Museum and Library Services
under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act as administered
by the Missouri State Library, a division of the Office of the Secretary of State.
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Finances
LIBRARY REVENUES

FY2016

FY2015

Sales Tax
Patron Services
State Aid & Grants
Gifts and Contributions
Interest

1,218,850
17,170
20,551
56,281
7,478

1,197,749
16,588
17,076
16,041
5,066

$1,320,330

$1,252,520

611,470
407,031
87,064
14,997

587,095
433,715
78,454
5,843

$1,120,562

$1,105,107

199,768
759,347

147,413
611,934

$959,115

$759,347

Total revenues

LIBRARY EXPENDITURES
Salaries and Benefits
Library Operations
Library Materials
Capital Outlay

Total expenditures

Net change in fund balance
Fund balance, beginning of year

Fund balance, end of year

Capital

FY2016
Revenues

36%

55%

Expenditures
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Leadership
Board of Trustees
Christy Turner
President
Karen Crook
Vice President
Cindy White
Treasurer
Susie Landrum
Secretary

Dr. Mary Lou Brown
Margaret Fletcher
Kathern Harris
John Stanard
Andrew Murphy

Administration
Sue Crites Szostak
Director

Elizabeth Aleshunas
Adult Services Librarian

Shannon Mangrum
Assistant Director

Patricia Cozort
Business Services Associate

Shon Griffin
Collection Development Specialist

Steve Waite
Building Administrator

Erin Rigby
Children’s Librarian

Evan Seckler
Library IT Coordinator

Friends of the Library
Madawn Traxel
President
Terry Grayson
Vice President
Chad Parks
Treasurer
Martha Kirkman
Secretary

Mary Dille
Tyler Lappe
Lisa McMurray
Joyce Whitworth
Christy Todd
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